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that an object of archaeological 
significance had been discovered. 
Despite some signs of wear, the 
arrow was in excellent condition.

“It’s extremely rare to find this 
type of artifact on the ground sur-
face,” Karchut says. “This find rein-
forces the idea that Athabascans 
lived and hunted in this area before 

T    he haunting sound was 
one Jon Jarvis would 
never forget. In the 
1980s, he led a winter 

research expedition to Crater 
Lake. One morning, Jarvis 
awoke to find that the lake had 
frozen over. Then he heard an 
eerie, tinkling sound. 

“It’s very rare for Crater Lake 
to freeze,” Jarvis says. “The wind 
was driving sheets of ice against 
Wizard Island’s rocky shoreline. 
It was musical, like chimes.”

all the things i’ve seen

After more than three 
decades with the National 
Park Service (NPS), Jarvis 
has witnessed many incredible 
phenomena, and yet he retains 
the same sense of wonder about 
the natural world that led him 
to hike and camp as a youth and 
to later become a biologist. 

Jarvis began his career as a 
seasonal ranger before going 
on to hold positions at Prince 
William Forest, Guadalupe 
Mountains, North Cascades 

and Crater Lake national park 
sites. More recently, he served 
as Superintendent of Craters 
of the Moon National Monu-
ment and Preserve and Mount 
Rainier and Wrangell-St. Elias 
national parks. Then after 
serving seven years as Regional 
Director for NPS Pacific West 
Region, Jarvis, 56, was named 
NPS Director in September. 

Here, Javis shares his phi-
losophy on park management 
and his hopes for the future. 

wright approach

“My family’s place in the 
Shenandoah Valley backed up 
against national forest land, so I 
always roamed the forests. After 
college, my brother, who was 
working at the National Parks 
Conservation Association, sug-
gested that I consider a career 
with NPS, and I applied as a 
seasonal ranger.

“Among my idols in the 
conservation movement, the 
one most in line with my view 
is George Melendez Wright. In 
the early 20th century, Wright 
took it upon himself to see what 
we were doing in the agency, at 
a time when we were applying 
predator control and scenery 
management instead of letting 
nature run its course. He advo-
cated that good science should 
guide park management, and I 
agree. I think our understand-
ing of park management has 
become even more sophisticated 
in recent years.”

 
healthy parks  
“One success story that I’ve been 
involved in is reintroducing  
fire to the parks. Crater Lake 
National Park’s ponderosa 
pines need fire for their cones to 
burn and the seeds to come out 
and reproduce. These beautiful 
trees weren’t reproducing due to 
fire suppression practices. 
Yet we had so effectively com-
municated to the public that 
fire was bad that bringing fire 
back became a problem. So we 
launched an education cam-
paign that fire is necessary for 
the health of the forest.  

into the future

“Over the years, I’ve developed 
a strong interest in people and 
their connections with the 
parks. Every major U.S. experi-
ence that made us a country, 
every social issue, is represented 
within them. Just as the natural 
places give us lessons in pres-
ervation and self-restraint—in 
that we are willing to impose 
some restraints so that not 
everything is developed— at 
our cultural sites, we learn what 
it means to be Americans. 

We now have an opportunity 
to create new audiences for 
the park system, a new set of 
visitors, a new set of supporters, 
and a new way of thinking about 
our national parks as an integral 
part of this society. The national 

parks can increase our cultural 
literacy about our history, 
stimulate societal action on cli-
mate change, and help with the 
so-called nature deficit disorder, 
all through intimate contact 
with these incredible places.” 

artifact

every major u.s. experience that  
made us a country, every social  
issue, is represented within the  
national parks.

Denali national park and preserve, 
located in Alaska’s interior, has 
been the site of many interesting 
finds. But in early 2009, a highly 
unusual discovery—a rare Athabas-
can arrow point—was uncovered. 
Just as extraordinary as the arrow 
point is the manner in which it was 
found. A four-year-old park visitor 
happened upon the artifact while 

hiking with his parents near the 
Teklanika River.

Concerned that the river would 
wash away the unusual relic, the 
family delivered the arrow point 
to park officials for inspection. 
Although visitors are discouraged 
from removing artifacts from where 
they are found, Denali archaeolo-
gist Jeremy Karchut was delighted 

the arrival of Europeans.” These 
early native people, whose descen-
dents continue to inhabit the area, 
were nomadic hunter-gatherers who 
most likely used the arrow point to 
hunt game, such as caribou, sheep 
and snowshoe hares. —Erin Stinson

Discovery in Denali
a handcrafted arrow point sheds light on an ancient civilization and 
helps complete a picture of the life of hunter-gatherers.
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Jon Jarvis
the national park service Director and 33-year park veteran reflects on fire and 
ice and ponders the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. 

the arrow was 
probably made of 
caribou antler.

the arrow point 
features a carved 
pattern of barbs. 
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for details, go to  
nationalparks.org/

inyourBackyard.

in your 
backyard

upcoming  
national park 

events

Nat ioNa l 
C a pi ta l

lighting of the  
national 

christmas tree
December 3, 2009
president’s park

A festive night with  
musical performances.

white house  
easter egg roll

April 5, 2010
president’s park

A tradition since 1878.

SoU t H W ESt

ranger-led  
snowshoe walks
January 23 through 

March 7, 2010
Black canyon of the 

gunnison national park
To reserve snowshoes, 

call 970-249-1914.

miDW ESt

color in freedom 
traveling exhibit

Feb. 1 – March 31, 2010
Brown v. Board of 
education national 

historic site
Journey Along the 

Underground Railroad 
features the artwork of 

Joseph Holston. 

Jarvis’ career began in the 
Dc parks, including here at 
prince william forest park.




